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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

When I wrote to you at the end of last term about children bringing bags into school, I invited 

you to contact me with any concerns and I am pleased to say that several of you have taken up 

this invitation. Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding the use of bookbags, your 

feedback has been helpful and has prompted the following actions. 

 

As a result of your feedback about the quality of the bookbags, we have been in touch with our 

uniform provider who is looking into this and providing us with some samples. We will review 

the quality of the bags and seek to ensure that the best quality products are available within an 

affordable budget. 

 

As a result of your feedback about the challenges experienced by some of our older children, 

particularly those who are more independent and come to school without an adult or on a bike, 

we have reviewed our policy on the use of bookbags and are pleased to inform you that we will 

permit the use of rucksacks, as an option, for children in Years 5 and 6. Children will be 

encouraged to take responsibility for their belongings, thus preparing them for transition to 

secondary school where greater expectations are placed on them to be responsible for the 

safekeeping of their belongings. Please support us by ensuring that children using larger bags, 

only bring permitted items as we cannot be responsible for the loss of any items children choose 

to bring to school. In addition to this, we will seek to redesign our cloakrooms in Year 5/6 to 

accommodate the larger bags. 

 

Children in EYFS and years 1-4 will continue to bring only a book bag, unless there are 

exceptional circumstances. We know that some children have specific needs which mean they 

need additional clothes or equipment, and we can make provision for this. We are also aware 

there are some occasions when children might need a bag for a sleepover, for example. In which 

case just let the class teacher know. Children are not required to transport any equipment 

between home and school other than reading books and diaries or homework books so a book 

bag should be sufficient. Please discourage children from over filling these by putting in their 

water bottles or jumpers as this will result in damage and prevent the Velcro from doing its job. 

We are aware children may also have a water bottle and lunchbox, but we do expect these 

additional items to be carried separately. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your support and for taking the time 

to provide us with invaluable feedback. We take pride in listening to your views and working in 

partnership with you, to ensure we remain responsive to the children’s needs. I hope you find 

the adaptations we have made helpful. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs Becky Ford 

Principal 
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